Style setter

Alexa Chung steps
out of her office

in London.
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Words by Fiorella Valdesolo
Styling by Elaina Sullivan

Photography by Yoshihiro Makino
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Brynn Jones trades in
nostalgia for a living—the
Los Angeles—based former
model is the owner of Aralda
Vintage clothing boutique—
and she attributes her affinity
for all things throwback to
her family. “According to my
parents, I've been obsessed
with the '60s and '70s since

| was a kid. But they were
antiquers, so | definitely
picked that up from them,”
she explains. Recognizing the
potential in a piece of cast-
off clothing is what Jones
does best, so when she first
set foot in the 1963 Robert
Lee-designed three-bedroom
she now calls home, she
could easily look past some
of the previous owner’s ques-
tionable decor decisions.

“l immediately fell in love,”
she says. Her then boyfriend,
now husband, Ness Saban, an

“It’s a quintessential Old Hollywood type of house, but because it's so quiet and
we’re up in the canyon with trees everywhere, it feels like a retreat,” says Jones.
Opposite page: Landscape De*ig n by Sarita Jaccard saritajaccarddesign.com.

On Jones: Dress gucci.com; Shoes miumiu.com. Previous spre'ld Custom Shearling
Pillows reathdesign.com; Pillows in Dor ug ] Plaid Tw 1 Fabr /l wana.net;
Custom Sofa by Reath Design u ph slstered in Velvet Fa I ¢ kravet.com; Vintage
Coffee Table amsterdammodern.com; Vintage Side Tables; Plants zmd Planters
sourced by Sarita Jaccard sa riz‘ujm*cn rddesign.com.

indie film distributor, took more
convincing.“l told him,You
have to take everythlng you
see out of here and imagine
what we could do,” she recalls.
“The house had great
bones but it lacked personal-
ity,” confirms Frances Metrrill,
interiors virtuoso and owner
of L.A’’s Reath Design, whom
Jones brought on to help
punch up the property’s dated
details. Everyone agreed the
immaculately preserved dark
wood paneling and brickwork
found throughout were abso-
lute keepers—“They make
the space feel so warm and
cozy,” adds Jones—but the
kitchen and bathrooms, the
subjects of bad remodels
from the '90s, needed to be
completely gutted.
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Jones curated a renovation mood board filled
with chromatically confident interiors and heady
patterns reflective of her love of vintage fashion—old
photos from the homes of Gloria Vanderbilt, Diana
Vreeland, and Diane von Furstenberg, and ’60s-
and "70s-era design magazines. Merrill was all in:
“Brynn really encouraged us to lean into unusual
color combinations.”

The first update was simple but transformative.
“Everything was painted a very light, institutional
gray when we bought the house, which wasn’t
doing it any favors,” Jones explains. To solve this,
they recast many of the common spaces, original
built-ins, and doors in emerald. “The rich green
really ties the existing paneling and brick together,”
says Merrill. At the other end of the spectrum, the

kitchen’s glossy tiled backsplash in ultra-bright
chartreuse might seem like a tricky hue to integrate,
but it plays surprisingly well with the walnut
and cream cabinets and dark wood. The master
bathroom was another opportunity for out-of-
the-box color experiments: light purple, burgundy,
and scarlet tiles arranged checkerboard-style; a
peachy marble countertop intersected with rose
(“It reminded me of something from my grandma’s
house,” says Jones); and purple marble lining the
shower. The overall effect is pretty intense, admits
Jones, adding with a laugh, “One of our friends says
it feels like a Stanley Kubrick movie in there.”

If it wasn’t color that Jones and Merrill decided
to push the envelope with, it was patterns—and the
wilder the better. Like the office’s visual lodestar:




The sunken living room and shag carpet could scream '70s rec den, but a modern
custom velvet couch (where Saban and Odin camp out for some reading time,
above) and a splash of green resist time-capsule vibes. Opposite page: “The
marble table was one of the first things we bought,” says Jones, “and the chairs
are great because they patinaed and got even better with age.”

Opposite page: Rainforest Foliage Paint benjaminmoore.com; Mapp Table by Vincent
Chia for Air Division from $2,700 dwr.com; Real Good Chairs $249 each bludot.com;
Untitled (Rinso) by Jean-Michel Basquiat artsy.net. On Jones: Outfit therow.com.
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Besides the striking chartreuse tiles, Jones'’s favorite feature of the kitchen is the mini open shelf housing the couple’s
ever-growing collection of vintage glassware. “l love things that are beautiful but also practical,” she says.

This page: Vintage Glassware; Classic Field Tiles keathceramics.com; Margot Faucet waterworks.com. Opposite: Vintage Sofa
by Theo Ruth amsterdammodern.com; Varsity Circle Pillow by Ace & Jig $78 schoolhouse.com; Vintage Turkish Rug; Vintage
Floor Lamp by Koch and Lowy etsy.com; Custom Desk by Reath Design and Joshua West Smith; Soft Pad Management Chair by
Charles and Ray Eames for Herman Miller from $3,095 dwr.com.



a botanical Hermeés wallpaper that serves as a
psychedelic backdrop for the highly functional
custom desk and wall unit crafted by local wood-
worker Joshua West Smith. In the master bedroom,
the mind-bending effect gets amplified. Instead of
fighting the lack of natural light, the couple
embraced a moodier vibe. Jones was so taken with

a kaleidoscopic House of Hackney design that it
became the window drapes, bedding, and wall-
paper—which, in a stroke of rule-breaking brilliance,
she decided to extend right up to the ceiling. “All the
prints surrounding us could be really chaotic, but the
colors are very calming,” says Jones, noting olive
green and dark teal as an example. “Ness says it’s like
he’s inside a wrapped present, but inverted.”

The couple really got playful in the last phase of
the renovation project, which was timed to the arrival
of their now 6-month-old son, Odin. “I wanted his
nursery to be stimulating and charming, but not
totally feel like you're in a kid’s room,” explains Jones.
The result: a daybed couch reupholstered in dinosaur
fabric; baby bedding sewn from an assortment of

mismatched Liberty London textiles; a dusty blue
sky mural by Londubh Studios dotted with clouds
and painted on the cabinetry and ceiling; and a plush
custom carpet—over a purple linoleum floor, no
less—designed to resemble a coral reef. “It’s like a
spongy shag rug that got a haircut,” Jones adds.

The room’s piéce de résistance, though, is a
personalized glider. “We decided to get the most
giant, comfy one possible and force it to look cool,”
says Merrill, citing Pee-wee Herman’s Chairry and
Roy McMakin as her sources of inspiration. To up
the edginess, Merrill took all the vintage fabric
scraps that Jones had scored on Etsy over the years
and brought them to an upholsterer. “I was going to
have someone make a quilt, but then Frances said,
‘What if we make this chair into a quilt?”” Jones
shares. The delightful, cartoonish impact of the
room easily evokes that sense of whimsy the new
mom was after. “The imagination is a place to retreat
to as a kid, and I wanted a space that nurtured
that,” adds Jones. A design credo that, while born
in the nursery, resonates throughout the home.
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For home design inspiration, Merrill suggests looking to the
catwalks: “Great fashion editorials put together colors, textures,
and patterns in a thoughtful and interesting way.” And Jones’s
closet is living proof. The master bedroom (below) rocks
a head-to-toe look, with the same floral print on the curtains,
the bed, the walls, and even the ceiling.

Left: Select Vintage Clothing sourced from Aralda Vintage
araldavintage.com; Classic Field Tiles heathceramics.com.
Below: Custom Bed Frame reathdesign.com; Bedding, Curtains,
Wallpaper reathdesign.com in Opia Fabric houseofhackney.com;
Custom Cabinetry by Reath Design reathdesign.com and
Joshua West Smith joshuawestsmith.com.
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In the nursery’s custom clothing and storage nook
(a former closet that was removed in favor of a built-in)
and the master bathroom, color took a more
soothing turn: a dusty blue and pale lavender, respectively.
“It’s fun but subtle at the same time,” says Jones.
Right: Wildflower and Classic Field Ti les heathceramics.com;
Shower System graff-designs.com. Above: Custom
Cabinetry gandafinewoodworking.weebly.com; Custom
Cloud Mural londubhstudio.com.
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“Just because avocado was popular in the '50s
and beige in the '80s doesn’t mean you have to go
there,” says Merrill. “Use color palettes that you
genuinely love.” For Jones, that meant “anything
that could almost be ugly, but in the right setting
is cool.” The color-blocked bathroom, a mashup of
rust, seafoam, and mustard hues, exemplifies that.

Custom Cabinetry gandafinewoodworking.
weebly.com; Pastille Disc Sconce $300
richbrilliantwilling.com; Mirror amazon.com; Shower
Curtain in Chex Fabric diamondfoamandfabric.com;
Sink barclayproducts.com; Faucet vola.com; Porte
Ceiling Light $1,276 urbanelectric.com; Custom Floor
Tiles fireclaytile.com; Vase heathceraniics.com.




Get the Look

Plush velvets, warm woods, and dark hues injected with a
bolt of neon bring retro elements into the future.

Blue Pearl, Hot Apple Spice,
and Emerald Isle Paints
benjaminmoore.com

Serving Board No.5 i
Argo Pillow

Revive Speaker by De Jong & Co X
$250 tivoliaudio.com $280 totokaclo.com $205 boleroadtextiles.com

Tabby Check Fabric Chartreuse Handmade Tiles

Sireclaytile.com
Nodes Semi-Flush Mount .
by Kelly by Kelly Wearstler m
$279 circalighting.com
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Opia Velvet Fabric
houseofhackney.com

Pop Chair
oriorfurniture.com

Tartan Plaid Blanket by Tekla
$400 totokaelo.com




